
Understanding the Middle East 







Three Words:  
1. Oil [Price] 







Three Words:  
2. Waterways 



Three Words:  
3. Holly Places (3.4 B) 



Wars - Wars- Wars 



1. Authoritarian 

Jordan Syria 

Yemen 

Egypt 

Iran 

Iraq 

UEA 

KSA 



5 More… 

Sectorial Societies, Tribal Rivalries 

Islamic – Shia – Sunni 

Failed States - Rent States - Wealth – 
Corruption- Mobility- Religion 

Minority Rule 

 Playground for Jihad (spiritually and 
financially)  

 



Abdullah Azzam Brigades 

al-Aqsa Martyrs' 

al-Nusra Front 

Hamas 

al-Qaeda 

al-Shabaab 

Boko Haram 

Hezbollah 

Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 

Islamic Jihad  

Popular Front   

Al Qassam 



Who Cares? 

Oil Price Control 
Waterway Access  
Friendly Regimes 

= HEGEMONY 



Who Cares? 

Assets 
Markets 
Influence 

= Final Table 



Who Cares? 

Shia 
World Player 
Anti Israel 

= All In 



The Arab “Spring” 

Discontent of masses  

Monarchies: Law, Money, Military  

  People: Reforms, Security – Non-Violent Protests 

Dictatorships: Military, secret service. Fear, Terror, 
executions, massacres (Black September, Hama)  

 People: Regime Change. Armed Resistance, civil 
war, insurgency, flight.  

Army: Regime survival, economic benefits, 
corruption  

 

 











http://bit.ly/1aPMZL4










Summary 

People lost fear – gained power and are 
empowered  

 Islamisation spreads 
Demographic de-stabilization 
Watch out for Jordan 
Risk of regional (global) war 
 Iran isolation 
Early indicator: regime reforms 
Best predictor: Army refuses to shoot civilians 
Best lesson: nothing is what it seems 


