War and Peace in the Middle East - Lecture Series
A deeper understanding of the many civil wars, conflicts, terrorism, refugees, migration, governance and sectarian issues that besieged the Middle East. How the 2011 “Arab Spring” turned into the “Dark Winter” of today.
This lecture series is designed to educate students who are interested in understanding the underlying issues and conflicts that have besieged the Middle East from the civil war in Syria to the rise of ISIS to the strife in Iraq , the terror in Yemen, the Iranian agenda and the Israeli – Palestinian conflict. 
The mainstream media as well as social media are focused on the sensational news of the day and are tainted with political and partisan bias. Informed citizens attending this lecture series will have an opportunity to comprehend and interpret the meaning of the news on the basis of a deeper understanding of the social, political and cultural underpinnings of the never ending conflicts. 
The course is entirely apolitical, just the facts. It is delivered in ten lectures.
1. “Understanding the Middle East” Part-1: an overview of the main state and non-state actors in the region, their strategic objectives, affiliations, threats and ambitions.  (Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, The Palestinian Authority, Egypt and Israel)
2. “Understanding the Middle East” Part-2: an overview of the main state and non-state actors in the region, their strategic objectives, affiliations, threats and ambitions. (Iraq, Iran Saudi Arabia, The GCC states)
3. “The Age of Fear and Anxiety” – The origins of the radical Jihadi movement from Al Qaeda to ISIS from Hamas to Hezbollah. Who are the players and what are their ideological and pragmatic objectives? 
4. “The Israeli Palestinian Conflict” Part-1 History and origin of the conflict, facts and figures, the past 50 years, the situation on the ground.
5. “The Israeli Palestinian conflict” Part-2 Overview of peace negotiations from the Oslo accords to Donald Trump. The players, the issues, the agreements, the status quo. The core issues and both sides’ views: Jerusalem, Refugees, Land, Security, Recognition, Peace.
6. “Regional Development Opportunities in the Middle East” – Technology, innovation, cooperation, rebuilding. The advantages of peace for innovations in Agriculture, Water Management, Healthcare and Infrastructure rebuilding.
7. “The world and the Middle East” – Is it all about oil? Why do we care? Who cares? Russia, Europe, the United States and China? What are their national interests and strategic objectives in the Middle East and how they may change in the age of Donald Trump? 
8. “The ancient history of the Middle East” a virtual tour in the ten most important places, attractions, natural wonders and antiquities, as for example, Petra, Jerusalem, Mecca, the Cairo museum, the Pyramids and more…
9. “Debate the Issues”, a debate between two student teams (voluntary) on one or more resolutions. 
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]Guest speaker on a topic (TBD). 

Facilitator and moderator: Amnon Zohar
Amnon Zohar is a hi-tech business entrepreneur and founder of internet and social media companies. He was born and educated in Israel and is a graduate of the Israeli Academy for Computer Sciences. He studied Political Science and International Relations at York University for three years. After spending forty years in Canada, he went back to Israel for a sabbatical year as a student, to the University of Tel-Aviv, majoring in International Relations, Islamic, Middle East and Global Security studies.  He possesses an in-depth understanding of the political and social environments in the Middle East and his lecture series “War and Peace in the Middle East” offers a unique perspective that would appeal to all Canadians. 


