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Amnon Zohar 



The winds of social and political change in Israel and the Middle East 
Lecture Series 

 The fragile nature of Israel’s social fabric  
 

 The potency of Social Media in the Boycott, Divestiture and Sanctions 
(“BDS”) war against Israel. 
 

 Israel the Start-up nation – Why and how Israel has 
become a hot-bed for technological innovation and 
a power house in technology applications. 
 

 Cracking the Israeli Code  
 

 What season best describes the so called “Arab Spring”  
 

 Why is Israel the favorite “punching bag” of political “scientists” in 
Academia? 
 

 Jewish Identity in Israel and the Diaspora 
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Tel-Aviv 2nd only to Silicon Valley 



Military Superiority – 
Self-Sufficiency  



Lack of Natural Resources 



“Israelis understand not only the financial and environmental costs of being 
dependent on oil but also the security costs of pumping money into the coffers of 
less-that-savory regimes”.  Mr. Aggasi Founder of Better Place 
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Immigration - Absorption 



PHILCO 2000 

1962 



Talpiot 

 





Hi-Tech Exports 48% 









ISRAEL 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/yd3V3JC35-U?feature=player_embedded


What is the secret? 
Yosi Vardi, one of Israel’s first high-tech entrepreneurs : 
 
“The two real fathers of Israeli hi-tech are the Arab boycott and Charles de Gaulle, 
because they forced on us the need to go and develop an industry.” 
 
George Bernard Shaw:  
 
“If you have an apple and I have an apple and we exchange apples, then you and I 
will still have one apple. But if you have an idea and I have an idea and we 
exchanged these ideas, then each of us will have two ideas” 
 
Nobel Prize winner Robert Solow:  
 
“technological innovation is the ultimate source of productivity and growth” 
 
“necessity is the mother of all inventions” …linkage between the state’s existential 
needs and priorities, its fostering of innovation and entrepreneurship to address 
them, and its ability to leverage them through export, exchange and co-operation 
with other nations”  Start-Up Nation 
 
 
 



!!!תודה רבה  


